Angiographic evidence of hemorrhagic myocardial infarction after intracoronary thrombolysis with streptokinase.
The reperfusion of acutely ischemic myocardium by intracoronary streptokinase thrombolysis is an exciting new therapy for acute myocardial infarction (MI). It appears that successful thrombolysis and reperfusion in the first few hours after acute coronary occlusion may salvage myocardium and possibly improve prognosis. A potential adverse effect of reperfusion is the production of hemorrhage in the area of myocardial necrosis. We report on a patient with prompt, successful coronary thrombolysis by streptokinase infusion who showed angiographic evidence of a hemorrhagic MI.